
 OLD ST. MELLONS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

   Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Village Hall, 

Newport Road, Old St. Mellons on Thursday 21
st
 December 2006  

 

Present    Councillor   Mrs P Jenkins (Chairman) 
  

Councillors         

Mr L Ackerman 

Mr M Boyce 

Mr C Price 

Mrs D Rees 

Mr E Rees 

  

In Attendance  Councillor  Mrs G Phillips 

     Mrs J Morgan M.P. 
      

 

1.    APOLOGIES    Mrs G Jones, Mr D Stroud, PC J Francis  
     

2     DECLARATION OF INTERESTS              None 

 
3. LOCAL RESIDENTS    

Six residents were in attendance. The Clerk asked the residents present if any wished to view Council documents but 

they declined to do so. The Chairman welcomed the residents and explained that there was allocated time at the 

beginning of the meeting for residents issues to be raised but they were not able to comment on other matters discussed 

during the remainder of the meeting, unless specifically invited by the Chairman. Residents were then invited to address 

the meeting and a number of  residents present raised issues summarised as follows: 

 

Tree at the Playing Fields adjoining ‘Parc House’ 
 

Mrs A Davies, ‘Parc House’, Ty’r Winch Road, was concerned that those present at the meeting should be aware in 

detail of the communications that had passed between her and the Community Council regarding trees at the Playing 

Field adjoining and abutting her property.  

The correspondence was read to the meeting and the Clerk gave an account of the events and discussions that had taken 

place with regard to the trees since the early Summer. This account included details of advice received by the 

Community Council and the action it had taken pursuant to that advice. Mrs Davies and others raised questions on a 

number of issues – some in particular to her property and some of a more general nature, concerning inspections, reports 

and risk analysis with reference to trees at the playing Field.  

The Community Councillors heard the questions and the concerns and were enabled to have those in mind in its overall 

consideration of the matter. In particular, the details of a site inspection held on Sunday 17
th
 December and attended by 

the Chairman, Councillors C Price, E Rees, the Clerk and Mr and Mrs Davies was reported to the Council.  

Further, Mrs Davies disclosed that she had her own report regarding the trees, but when asked to do so, declined to share 

that report with the Council. 

Having regard to all the circumstances and the discussions at the site inspection, the Council resolved that the decisions 

taken by the sub–committee that had held a site meeting with Mr and Mrs Davies be confirmed by the full Council i.e. 

that on receipt of the completed survey of the remaining trees the Council would review the situation 

  

Trees in Began Road 

Mr D Hughes, Began Road, made reference to trees on the property of Councillor J Rogers. The Chairman stated it was 

not a matter for the Community Council and he should contact the appropriate authorities 

 

Parking and other issues in Ty’r Winch Road 

Mrs Howden, Ty’r Winch Road, expressed concern about the action taken, or believed  to have been taken, by a number 

of public bodies arising, initialling from an issue concerning parking. 

The respective roles of the Community Council, the County Council and the Police were explained in such matters, the 

role of the community Council being limited to transmitting complaints to the appropriate bodies for their consideration 

and action, if any. It was understood that insofar as the street parking issue was concerned, upon the intervention of the 

m 

Member of Parliament, a resolution to the difficulties had been settled between the Police and Mrs Howden and the 

Community Council had no continuing involvement in the matter. The Community Council was not involved in other 

issues affecting Mrs Howden and her property 
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Annual Audit 

Mr D Hughes made reference to the current Audit of the Community Council being a Full Audit. The Clerk indicated 

that the current Audit was an Intermediate Audit. Mr Hughes was asked to substantiate his comment but was not able to 

do so. 

 

Footpaths 

Mr K Davies referred to the existing footpaths in the area and his efforts to identify and establish them. The Chairman 

informed Mr Davies that Councillor D Rees had undertaken for some time the interests of the footpaths and that 

information had previously been included in the Newsletter. The Clerk offered to provide Mr Davies with copies of the 

existing footpaths as provided by Cardiff CC 

Mr DHughes referred to problems he had encountered with blocked up footpaths at ‘Brookhouse’, Began Road. The 

Chairman advised Mr Hughes to contact the Footpaths Officer of Cardiff CC. 
 

4. MP ATTENDANCE 
 

The Chairman apologised for the delayed welcome and invited Mrs J Morgan MP to speak to the meeting. Mrs Morgan 

thanked the Chairman and said she was pleased to be in attendance as she had been unable to attend previous meetings 

due to her commitments. 
 

She felt the role of a Community Council was very important because of its closeness to residents at a local level and felt 

strongly for the continuance of Community Councils. Local residents should be encouraged to support the Councils and 

they should cherish them, for there are areas that are not so fortunate to have such a facility. It is the ideal forum for 

issues to be discussed which can only be good for residents, although she appreciated that there were restrictions due to 

the format of the meetings.  
 

Although, as an MP, she dealt with policy areas and wider issues she welcomed representations from the Community 

Council as well as residents and was supported by the facility of a fully staffed office to deal with issues raised. 

The MP was also pleased to be able to attend local events when possible and particularly enjoyed the Village Fete. 

Councillor M Boyce thanked the MP for her words of support for Community Councils and that the meeting was a good 

example where residents were able to express, in robust terms, their concerns and it was then a challenge for the 

Community Council to resolve them 

Councillor E Rees also thanked the MP for her support and encouragement for residents who gave their time and effort 

to serve as Community Councillors 
 

The Chairman thanked the MP for attending the meeting. 
 

5.   POLICE MATTERS 

No police presence. The Chairman reported that it was decided at the last PACT meeting not to meet in January and the 

next meting was arranged for Monday 7
th
 February. 

No further information regarding the speed restriction issues 
      

6. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING 

The minutes of the Council meeting held in the Village Hall, Newport Road, Old St Mellons on Thursday 16
th
 November 

2006 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record 

 

7. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MEETING 
 

7.1   Conservation Area Review 

The Chairman referred to the recent exhibition and Public Meeting regarding the review. Residents of Beechtree Park 

were particularly concerned regarding the proposal to remove it from the present Conservation Area even though it 

would not effect the present protection orders on St John’s College and existing trees. Correspondence had been received 

from Mr and Mrs Jenkins regarding their concern regarding the possible threat to the present green space. There was also 

a circular letter amongst residents expressing their opposition to the proposal. 

Councillor E Rees had felt that there would have been concerns raised by those residents who would be affected by the 

proposals to extend the Conservation Area but the majority attending the meeting were against the Beechtree Park 

proposals. It was agreed to send a letter of support for the retention of Beechtree Park 

 

7.2    Village Hall  
 

A response had been received from Thomas Graham Solicitors, confirming that one response requesting further 

information had been received from the owner of one of the gardens. Still waiting from remaining owners to respond 
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7.3   Sports Council for Wales 

The Chairman had received confirmation from ‘Active Lifestyle’ that the application for funding a Heritage Trail had 

been successful. The award of £7000 was on provision that a commitment of the project was required by March 2007 

and the project completed by December 2007. Due to the pressing time scale a sub–committee of the Chairman and 

Councillors M Boyce and D Rees was approved to draw up a response and oversee the project. Provision for Aerobics 

Classes had not been received 
 

7.4  Council Minutes and Financial Records 
 

The Council Documents were again made available for viewing by the residents who had previously made the request 

but they declined 

The reimbursement offered by a resident for the provision of copies of Council minutes had not been received. Until 

reimbursement had been was made, the cost was being borne and shared by every Council tax payer in Old St Mellons 
 

7.5     Village Carol Singing 

Arrangements for event confirmed – letter of thanks to be sent to Eastern Business Park for providing facilities and 

refreshment 
 

8.    PLANNING 

‘Brynhyfred’ Newport Road:   

As the Community Council was not made aware of the amendment it was agreed that the Clerk write to express its 

concern that it was not consulted - Response received confirming amendment, but due to the ‘minor’ alteration to the 

access, the Planning Officer had not deemed it significant enough to require notification 
 

New Barber’s Shop, Church Lane 

The Clerk had contacted Ward Councillors G Phillips and D Rees regarding the appearance of the new Barber’s Shop on 

the site of the proposed new Post Office. They confirmed that due to the reduced planning grading from a Betting Office, 

change of use approval was not required. Councillor D Rees did raise concern regarding the new signage 

 

06/02767/E Full Planning Permission 

Received: 08/12/2006  Expected Decision 

 Level: 

Delegated 

 

Applicant: Cathy Smith 

Address: 147 Judkin Court, Century Wharf, Dumballs Road Cardiff CF10 5AX 

Agent: C L C 

Address: Chris Lodge, 19 Heol Y Deri, Rhiwbina Cardiff CF14 6HA 

Proposal: ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS TO EXISTING DETACHED 

DWELLING (TWO STOREY TO SIDE AND CONSERVATORY TO REAR) 

At: Danum, Druidstone Road, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS     No Comment 

 

9.     FINANCE 

Payee   Service or Goods               Amount         Chq No 

Mrs P Jenkins  Children’s Christmas gifts          55.26  51 

Dwr Cymru  Village Hall          122.34  52 

Rhiwderin P&H  Annual Service – Gas         208.00  53  

Cardiff CC  Footpath Lighting      5,600.00  54 

Cardiff CC  Refuse – Village Hall           61.41  55 

Cardiff CC  ½ yearly rent – Village Hall          92.50  56 

Mr R Kimber  Cleansing Orderly           68.64  57 

W James  Groundsman            100.00  58  

W James  Cleaning Halls                      125.00  59  

Care-taking Duties + 3 lets            86.00  60       

Clerks Fee        250.00 

Postage            3.84    

         Travel 1/07/ -31/12/06       

   202 mls    @ 54.4       109.89 

                                                                                                                           363.73 

Cardiff CC  1 months tax – Village Hall        432.00             D.D. 

Powergen  Electricity – Village Hall                        57.00             D.D. 

Powergen  Electricity – Playing Fields                  10.00             D.D. 
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Account Balances  Current Account   2,376.04   

    Capital Reserve                7,208.87 

Less    Outstanding Cheques       Nil 

Plus    Outstanding Credits      Nil     

Reconciled Bank Balance                                                                          9,584.91 

                    

Income since last meeting 
Mrs L Brodie   Playgroup – 4 weeks 1hour              420.00 

HM Revenue & Customs VAT repayment     966.46 

Mrs E Cridland   Hire of hall 4hrs      52.00 

Mrs J Peplinski   Hire of hall  4hrs      52.00  

Mrs J Davies   Hire of hall  3hrs       42.00 

 

Hall Letting 

29.11.- 2.12.06   Entertainers – Pantomime 

9.12.06 Mrs E Cridland – Party 

28.12.06 Mrs J Peplinski - Party 

   29.12.06   Mrs J Davies - Party 

   

10.    CORRESPONDENCES and OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 

10,1   Cardiff CC 

Countryside Strategy Annual Forum 2007: Notice received regarding meeting Wednesday 17
th
 January 9.30 – 1.30pm 

The Old Library, Trinity Street  - Councillor E Rees to attend if possible 

 

10.2     Beechtree Park 

A resident in Beechtree Park had contacted the Chairman regarding traffic issues. As this is a Police matter it should be 

drawn to their attention – Chairman to advise 

 

10.3   Village Association  

The Chairman referred to Association’s request for permission to provide an additional storage container at the Playing 

Field. The existing one was full and the pavilion was now used as additional overflow storage space.  

Councillor E Rees felt that the whole issue needed to be considered in a broader view. It was agreed to form a sub – 

committee comprising of the Chairman and Councillors G Jones and C Price to look at the options and for them to 

consider the other issues raised regarding the Playing Fields. 

The question of replacing the Village Hall roof had also been raised. Councillor E Rees suggested that it would be an 

opportune time to address energy efficiency and conservation in the hall – to be considered by hall sub –committee 

 

 


