
OLD ST. MELLONS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Village Hall, 

Newport Road, Old St. Mellons on Thursday 15th July 2004 

Present Councillor Mrs G Jones (Chairman) 

  

Councillors 

Mr C Price 

Mr M Boyce 

Mrs P Jenkins 

Mrs D Rees 

Mr E Rees 

  

  

1. APOLOGIES 
Mr L Ackerman, Mr D Stroud, Mr M Wyatt 

  

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 
Village Association, Planning Matters 

  

  

3. LOCAL RESIDENTS 
Two residents of Ruperra Close attended the meeting to explain to the Council about 
the depositing of materials at the rear of their properties for the purpose of grading the 
land, which would then be lawned ï subject to planning permission. The Chairman 
thanked them for attending the meeting and that any application submitted would be 
considered at the appropriate time. 

  



4. POLICE MATTERS 
PC Beacall attended and gave a report on the recorded crime figures for the previous 
4 weeks 

Burglary 1 Ty To Maen Close 

Attempted Burglary 0 

Theft of Motor Vehicle 1 The Dell 

Theft from Motor Vehicle 8 

Blue Bell Dr,  

Tyôr Winch Rd (1 person arrested and charged), 

Lyncroft Cl,  

Mill Lane, 

The Ton, 

Hastings Cres 

Attempted theft of Motor Vehicle 0 

Criminal damage 0 

Theft 4 Petrol / Texaco station 

(2) Plants / Newport Rd, 

Hastings Cres (2) 

Violence 3 Robbery / pedal cycle, Bluebell Dr Domestic assault (2) ï both suspects 
charged 

PC Beacall informed the meeting that although the figures appeared high, in 
comparison to the other local areas they were quite favourable. He also stated that 
auto crime was a major concern throughout the city, particularly the city centre, and 
that a special patrol had been set up to combat it which could have had the effect of 
displacing it to other areas of the city. 

He also apologised if some incidents were not included in his report. The area is 
covered by three police stations and to extract the figures he has to access the reports 
from all stations which requires several hours of his time. 



The Chairman expressed concern that recently Bluebell Drive / The Dell appear to be 
crime óhot spotsô. PC Beacall informed the meeting that Inspector Roberts, Rumney 
Police Station, was aware of the situation and was taking measures to monitor the area 

He also gave updated information regarding the Fireworks Act 2003 - persons under 
18 cannot possess fireworks in a public place and if necessary can be summoned to 
court for the offence. 

Regarding issues from the previous meeting, he had been unable to find information 
referring to the burglary incident in Whiteoaks Dr. Councillor M Boyce suggested it 
could have been listed as Ty To Maen Close. 

The information regarding the adult male person frequenting the Parish Churchyard 
had been passed to the appropriate section. 

He had also spoken to the Licencees in the Village regarding the problems of 
óseasonalô drinking on the pavements. 
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The problems of youths on the Village Hall roof was raised and the Clerk confirmed 
that a substantial section of the guttering at the rear of the hall had been damaged. The 
question of the hall security was discussed and it was suggested that the Council seek 
advice from the crime prevention officer; PC Beacall to arrange a meeting 

Regarding the recent burglary at the Village hall, the Clerk had twice attended court 
following the arrest of one person who had subsequently pleaded guilty. 

The Clerk also reported that he had contacted the police regarding the presence of a 
caravan parked in the turning circle at the end of Church Road ï the caravan has now 
left 

The Chairman thanked PC Beacall for attending the meeting 

  

5. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS 
COUNCIL MEETING 
Councillor E Rees commented that reference had been made to comments by County 
Councillor G Phillips but that she was not recorded as being present at the meeting. 

Councillor M Boyce referred to previous practice that no other individuals i.e. Police, 
residents other than the Community Councillors are recorded as being present 

  



The minutes of the Council meeting held in the Village Hall, Newport Road, Old St 
Mellons on Thursday 17th June 2004 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a 
true record 

  

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE 
MINUTES 
  

6.1 Playing Fields 
Store roof: Repair work to store roof to be completed. Mr P Simmons was looking at 
another solution to the problem 

6.2 Village Hall 
The new lock had been fitted to the main door and new keys issued to key holders. It 
was also agreed that a similar lock be purchased and fitted to the replacement door on 
the small hall. 

The remaining brown chairs had been removed from the hall to the playing fields for 
the fete where they will remain. The Village Association are proposing to fund the 
purchase of new chairs as replacements for the hall. It was suggested that the older 
fabric chairs be disposed off ï agreed. Councillor C Price has a contact that would 
remove the chairs and also the damaged metal cupboards when necessary 

It was proposed that the new Hall Committee would meet as soon as possible to 
discuss the issues related to the hall. Clerk to arrange a suitable date when Councillor 
D Stroud returns from holiday 

  

6.3 NALC / One Voice Wales 
The Clerk had received notification of the inaugural meeting of the Bridgend / Vale of 
Glamorgan / Cardiff Area Committee at 7.00pm on Monday 26th July. He had 
contacted Sandra Bushell, Acting Convenor-South Wales to reiterate the Councilsô 
request to be linked to the Monmouth and Newport Area Committee who were 
meeting on Thursday 29th July at Usk Memorial Hall. Awaiting confirmation, 
Councillor C Price to attend meeting 

6.4 St Edeyrnôs Churchyard 
Consultation Document ï óBurial Law and Policy in the 21st Centuryô, Councillors M 
Boyce and D Rees to complete. 



It was proposed that a risk assessment be undertaken on the churchyard 

6.5 St Mellons Parish Churchyard 
The Chairman reported that she had obtained a quote for the grass cutting at the St 
Mellons Parish Churchyard, which was £167.00 per day, and the work would take 
4days. 

Councillor D Rees had contacted the Probation Services who had agreed to come to 
the churchyard to undertake a one off cut when they had completed the work at St 
Augustineôs, Rumney. They would require a formal gesture to acknowledge the 
workers when completed with ótea and cakesô - agreed to wait for Probation Services 
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6.6 Village Association 
Disabled Toilets: Councillor E Rees informed the meeting that he was due to meet 
with Nicky Scott to complete the grant process. 

The Chairman reported that we had received the Community Grant application details 
for the coming year and had contacted Mrs Hilary Williams, Chairman of the 
Association with a view that any application might be undertaken by them. It was felt 
that possible projects needed to be identified first to enable the Association to proceed 
ï Hall Committee to discuss and identify 

6.7 Five Year Record of Achievement / Newsletter 
The Chairman presented the completed draft prior to printing ï approved, also that a 
further quote of £350 - £375 had been obtained - accepted 

6.7 Doctorsô Surgery 
A response from Sian Richards, Chief Executive, had been received to the letter sent 
to the Health Board supporting the Llanrumney Practiceôs proposed plans for a 
Medical Centre situated on the Eastern Business Park Site. The L.H.B. have not been 
formally approached by the practice but they were going raise the issue with them. 

No response had been received from Dr Thomas requesting a meeting to discuss 
progress ï Clerk to contact again 

The Clerk had written to Marshfield Community Council to request a meeting with 
them to discuss further strategies to support the provision of the Medical Centre. 

Councillor D Rees suggested that contact be made with Mr Steve Roberts, previously 
Bro Taff, to canvass additional support ï agreed. Councillor Rees to contact 



6.8 óIn Bloomô Competition 
The Chairman reported the competition had again been successful and the prizes were 
presented at the Fete. She thanked Councillor D Rees for assisting in the judging this 
year and it was agreed that a letter of thanks be sent to óBloomsô and Mr J Swatridge 
for overseeing the competition. 

Councillor D Rees suggested that the categories be reviewed for next year to widen 
the scope for entry and additional vouchers be presented - agreed 

7.1 PLANNING MATTERS 
7.1 Planning Sub ï Committee 
The Chairman suggested that a sub - committee be set up to discuss planning issues 
that need an immediate response and also to discuss any issues that might arise during 
the period of August when the Council does not meet. 

It was agreed that the Chairman, Vice Chairman and Councillor E Rees form the sub 
committee and that the Councillor in whose area the proposal occurred, would also be 
consulted for their views. 

7.2 Declaration of Interests 
County Councillor D Rees informed the meeting that she was now the Vice ï 
Chairman of the County Councilôs Planning Committee and as such was formally 
declaring an interest in the Planning Applications discussed at the Community 
Councilôs meeting, she would therefore not be participating in any voting in response 
to the applications 

7.3 Post Office, Newport Road 
Councillor D Rees reported that Mr Bullen had expressed an interest in speaking to 
the Community Council regarding his recent application. Due to the time constraints 
the Councilôs response had already been sent to the Regulatory Services. 

7.4 Tyôr Bont Cottage / Ruperra Close 
The Clerk had received a copy of correspondence sent by Mr J Huish, 1 Ruperra 
Close, to the Regulatory Services regarding his concerns about the activities taking 
place on the site. 

The Clerk had spoken to Mr D Connelly, Enforcement Officer, regarding the situation 
and also to echo the Councilôs previous concerns. The officer dealing with the matter, 
Mr D Rees, was on holiday but would be responding on his return. 



Regarding the depositing of rubble etc at Ruperra Close, he had visited the site and 
informed the owners that planning permission was required and until such time that it 
was granted, work should cease and that the situation would be monitored 
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7.5 County Councillors 
The Clerk asked if the new Councillors were sharing areas of responsibilities for the 
ward in the event that he needed to seek guidance/ advice in the future. After some 
discussion it was resolved that when necessary the Clerk would contact both 
Councillors. 

Councillor Phillips took the opportunity to highlight the change of circumstances, i.e. 
Councillor D Rees was also a Community Councillor, and she would welcome the 
same opportunity to speak on issues raised in the meetings. 

7.6 óHighmeadô Druidstone Road 
Councillor D Rees informed the meeting the application had been approved and a site 
meeting had been arranged 

04/01623/E Full Planning Permission 

Received: 05/07/2004 Expected Decision 

Level: 

Delegated 

Applicant: Mr Charles Parsons 

Address: 130 Port Road East, Barry, 

Agent: JG Jones 

Address: FAO G Jones, Unit 5, 64 Crwys Road, Cathays 

Cardiff 

CF24 4NP 

Proposal: TWO STOREY SIDE EXTENSION. 

At: Goitre Farm, Newport Road, Pontprennau/Old St. Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS No Comment 

04/01438/E Outline Planning Permission 

Received: 15/06/2004 Expected Decision 

Level: 

Planning Committee 



Applicant: Mr P Bullen 

Agent: R Dobbins 

Proposal: DEMOLITION OF EX. POST OFFICE TO CREATE ACCESS FOR 2 
NO. DWELLINGS TO REAR AND REBUILD OF EX. POST OFFICE 
AND PHARMACY WITH 2 NO. FLATS OVER 

At: Old St Mellons Post Office & Pharmacy, Newport Road,Old St. Mellons, 
Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS See Copy Letter Annexed 

04/01437/E Full Planning Permission 

Received: 15/06/2004 Expected Decision 

Level: 

Applicant: Mr M and Mrs M Evans 

Agent: Steve Weeks 

Address: 12 Ruthin Way, Tonteg, Pontypridd CF38 1TF 

Proposal: DETACHED HOUSE, GARAGE AND NEW ACCESS 

At: Land adj. Cefn Eurwg, Druidstone Road, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS See Copy Letter Annexed 

04/01435/E Outline Planning Permission 

Received: 15/06/2004 Expected Decision 

Level: 

Planning 
Committee 

  

Applicant: Mr P Mason 

Address: c/o agent, , 

Agent: DTB Design 

Address: D Thomas, 286 North Road, Cardiff 

CF14 3BN 

Proposal: PROPOSED RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 

At: Land off, St. Mellons Road, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS See Copy Letter Annexed 
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7. FINANCE 
7.7 Chairmanôs Allowance 
The Chairman informed the meeting that she had not claimed the balance of the 
allowance £174.02 at this present time but would consider using it at some future 
date. 

7.8 Annual Audit 2003 ï 2004 
Confirmation of the completed Audit had been received and the Clerk would post the 
necessary notice of completion. 

The Chairman referred to the reference made to the Internal Auditors comments and 
that the computerised accounts still had to be set up. The Clerk reported that this 
would hopefully be in place for the current audit of the 2004 ï2005 accounts. 

Payment of Accounts 

Payee Service or Goods Amount Chq No 

Cardiff CC ½ yearly rates ï V / Hall 92.50 158 

Cardiff CC refuse collection ï V / Hall 62.50 159 

Dwr Cymru Village Hall 162.12 160 

Rumney Potteries In Bloom plates (5) 150.00 161 

Audit Commission Annual Audit 293.75 162 

Mrs M Wyatt Cleansing Orderly 65.00 163 

Mr W James Grass cutting 100.00 

Fuel 8.76 

Removal of dead tree 30.00 

138.76 164 

Grass Cutting / St Edeyrnôs Churchyard 200.00 165 

Mr W James Cleaning Halls 125.00 166 

Care-taking Duties +2 lets 74.00 

Purchase &fitting of new lock V/H 141.91 



Extra keys / toilet signs 24.00 239.91 167 

  

Clerks Fee 240.00 

Postage 3.36 

Photocopying 3.08 

Travel 1/01/04 ï 30/06/04 

115mls @ 49.9 per mile 57.39 

303.83 168 

  

Powergen Electricity ï Village Hall 57.00 D.D 

Powergen Electricity ï Playing Fields 10.00 D.D. 

Cardiff CC 1 months rates - Village Hall 452.00 D.D. 

Monthly Bank Reconciliation 

Account Balances Current Account 495.86 

Capital Reserve 17,121.07 

Less Outstanding cheques Nil 

Plus Outstanding Credits Nil 

Reconciled Bank Balance 17,616.93 

  

  

Income since last meeting 

Mrs L Brodie Playgroup 3 weeks 4 days 4 hrs 324.00 

NSWI ï Wales Hire of Hall ï 6 weeks 120.00 

Mr M Boyce Hire of Hall ï 3hrs 30.00 

  

  



  

Hall Letting 

3/07/04 Mr M Boyce - party 

1/07/04 NSWI ï Wales ï meeting 

8/07/04 NSWI ï Wales - meeting 

15/07/04 NSWI ï Wales ï meeting 
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9. CORRESPONDENCES and OTHER 
BUSINESS 
9.1 Cardiff C.C. 
Better Communities, Better Leisure, Better Lives ï Copy received ï Councillor P 
Jenkins to review. 

9.2 Newport C.C 
U.D.P. ï Copy of proposals received ï Councillor M Boyce to review. 

9.3 The Dell / Blackbirds Way 
The Chairman referred to the problems of litter / rubbish being deposited in this area 
also the overgrown trees / hedges and poor lighting. Councillor G Phillips has 
previously approached the Councilôs departments regarding the lighting situation. It 
was agreed that the County Councillors would pursue the matter. 

9.4 War Memorial 
Councillor E Rees asked the question whether any plans were in place to celebrate the 
60th Anniversary of the end of the War next year and also was the Community 
Council responsible for the memorial. 

Nothing at a local level had been arranged and no information regarding County 
Councilôs plans had been received. The County Council was responsible for the 
memorial. The Clerk would make inquiries to the Council regarding the celebrations 
and the óspring cleanô of the memorial. 



Councillor D Rees also made a request that the wreaths be removed. 

 


