
OLD ST. MELLONS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

  

Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Village Hall, 

Newport Road, Old St. Mellons on Thursday 20th June 2002 

  

Present  

Councillor  

Mr M Boyce Chairman 

  

Councillors 

Mrs B Price 

Mrs G Jones 

Mrs D Rees 

Mr D Stroud 

Mr J Swatridge 

Mr J Thorn 

Mr M Wyatt 

  

1. APOLOGIES Mrs J Simmons 

  

2. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  

Matters concerning the Village Association 

  

3. POLICE MATTERS  

  



The Chairman welcomed PC John Benjamin to the meeting. PC Benjamin 
introduced himself and informed the meeting that he had recently returned from a 
year of Policing duties in Bosnia but has served in the force for 28 years. He was in 
this locality before going to Bosnia and is therefore familiar with the area and its 
difficulties. 

PC Benjamin is the Community Officer for St Mellons with PC Adrian Wainwright 
being responsible for Trowbridge and they both share the duties for Old St Mellons. 

  

PC Benjamin did not have the recent crime figures with him but he ensured they 
would be available for future meetings. 

  

The Chairman expressed concern that the levels of youth annoyance and vandalism 
had been of some concern in recent weeks and would no doubt tend to increase with 
the onset of the school holidays. 

  

The Community Officers are being provided with bicycles within the near future and 
it is anticipated they will raise the profile of policing in the area and easier 
apprehension of criminals. 

  

PC Benjamin informed the meeting that they were paying particular attention to the 
youths gathering at the Churchyard and also outlined the strategy being employed 
with the youth problems at Caernarvon Way, Trowbridge. 

  

In answer to a question from Councillor D Rees he regarded the main objective of a 
Community Officer was to develop a relationship with the community. 

  

Councillor D Rees felt answers to the cause of the problems needed to be found 
otherwise they would never go away. 

The solving of a situation in one particular area usually resulted in dispersing the 
problem to another area. 

  

Councillor D Stroud was still concerned with the continuing problems of disturbances 
at the White Hart and Bluebell at the weekends. PC Benjamin said he would bring it 
to the attention of PC Newbury Licencing Officer. The Chairman informed PC 
Benjamin that there is a regular monthly meeting of óPub Watchô where these issues 
could be raised. 



  

The ongoing problems of youths in Beechtree Park, Wern Fawr Lane and Ty To 
Maen Close were discussed. PC Benjamin informed the meeting that residents in 
Beechtree Park were petitioning for the access to Wern Fawr Lane from Allen Close 
to be closed and that the Police would support it from a crime prevention situation. 
Several Councillors voiced concern regarding the wider implications of its closure. 

  

The continuing problems of the youths at the Village Hall were discussed; a lock had 
been broken of the gate and youths were still climbing on the roof. 

Councillor J Swatridge expressed his concern regarding police responses to incidents 
within the village. 

  

Excessive traffic speeds in the Village were raised, in particular Wern Fawr Lane, 
traffic calming measures was suggested as a solution to the problem. 

  

The Chairman thanked PC Benjamin for his attendance at the meeting 

  

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING 

  

The minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Village Hall, Newport Road, Old St. 
Mellons on Thursday 16th May 2002 were approved and signed by the Chairman as a 
true record. 
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Minuteôs contdééé20th June 

  

  

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  

  

1. Sue Essex Assembly Member  

A letter had been received from Sue Essex regarding the issues raised 
at the last meeting. She had sent a robust letter to Cardiff County 



Council in support of the Community Councilôs view on the Unicorn 
Turn. Julie Morgan MP had also sent a similar letter of support. 

Sue Essex also forwarded a copy of the letter she had received from 
Edwina Hart AM regarding her views on the issues that were discussed 
at the meeting. 

It indicted that a survey had been commissioned by the Assembly 
through Aberystwyth University to look at the role of Community 
Councils, its responsibilities and their promotion to the public. The 
tone of the letter was an encouraging response. 

  

2. Appointment of Representatives to outside Bodies  

Councillor J Swatridge expressed concern and reservations regarding the decision to 
appoint one Councillor as a spokesperson for the Community Council at Village 
Association meetings, he felt that Councillors would become disenfranchised. 

The Chairman pointed out that Councillors were still members of the Association and 
are still able to attend meetings and voice opinions as individuals. It was only when 
the views of the Community Council was sought that the spokesperson would respond 
or report back to the Community Council. 

Mr B Dacey, Chairman, Village Association, confirmed that the Association were 
quite happy with the situation. 

  

5.3 Village Hall 

Central Heating System: 

Work had been completed 

  

Chairs: 

It was resolved to purchase 100 new chairs up to the value of £600 

  

Roof: 

It was agreed to place carpet gripper along the most vulnerable sections of the roof up 
to the value of £100 ï Councillor J Swatridge to arrange. 

  



Fence: 

It was also agreed to complete the section of security fence as a matter of urgency. It 
was suggested that the óSafer Citiesô project could be a source of finance. 

  

Mr B Dacey, Chairman, Village Association, informed the meeting that the Village 
Association was considering undertaking another project now that the kitchen was 
nearing completion. A meeting was to be arranged to discuss the access and storage 
problems at the Hall. 

Councillor J Swatridge agreed to approach the Probation Services again regarding the 
painting of the exterior of the hall and the removal of the walls to the side and at the 
entrance to the hall also the provision of safety railings. 

  

It was also agreed to purchase two new closed hasp locks for the gates with new keys 
for key holders. Clerk to arrange 

  

  

Drama Group: 

The payment of £50 had still not been received, the Clerk had not received any 
response from correspondence sent to Mrs Shelley but had telephoned her again. Mrs 
Shelleyôs response was that she did not intend to pay the outstanding balance, the 
Clerk had asked her to put her objections to the payment in writing to the Council. 

It was resolved to give Mrs Shelley 14 days notice to make payment in full otherwise 
the Council would instigate legal proceedings to recover the debt 

  

5.4 Queenôs Jubilee Celebrations 

It was agreed that the event had been an outstanding success and the Chairman 
thanked everyone for their efforts and in particular Councillor M Wyatt for co-
ordinating the arrangements. 

The original budget of £1,500 had been increased due to the purchase of Jubilee coins 
in place of mugs. 
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5. Playing Fields  

The ignition switch on the mower had been vandalised during the fete and was being 
repaired at a cost of £60. 

The pavilion had again been broken into through the roof, damage had also been 
caused to the door and paint tipped over the patio area. The clerk had removed the 
paint, replaced the door hinges and made a temporary repair to the roof to make it 
watertight. 

The manhole cover at the rear of the Pavilion also needed replacing ï clerk to arrange. 

Discussion took place regarding the possible solutions to the problems at the pavilion. 
It was felt that it was a major issue and further in-depth decisions needed to be made. 
As an interim measure it was agreed to place some carpet gripper on the roof 

  

  

5.6 óUnicorn Turnô 

There had been no response to various letters that had been sent to the County 
Council. The responsibility had recently been transferred to County Councillor 
Robinson 

  

After some discussion it was agreed to raise a petition from the effected roads ï 
Bridge Road, Tyôr Winch Road and Wern Fawr Lane. Councillors M Boyce, D Rees, 
B Price and M Wyatt to undertake. 

  

The next meeting of the County Council was on 18th July and if necessary Councillor 
G Philips could give notice of the intention to present the petition. Councillor G 



Phillips had also arranged to have a meeting with Councillor Robinson to discuss the 
situation. 

  

6. PLANNING MATTERS  

  

The Chairman had received a suggestion from some residents in Wern Fawr Lane and 
Ty To Maen Close that the Community Council should consider allowing access to 
WPD via the Playing Fields to their training ground for development in return 
develop their training school on Wern Fawr Lane into a Community Centre including 
a surgery facility and dispose of the Village Hall. 

Following some discussion it was resolved not to pursue the issue 

  

02/01051/R Full Planning Permission 

Received: 10/05/2002 

Applicant: S A Brain & Co Ltd 

Address: The Cardiff Brewery, PO Box 53, Crawshay Street, CFW 1SP 

Agent: Design Management Partnership 

Address: Jo Cadenne, 8 Trade Street, Cardiff 

Proposal: PROPOSED ENTRANCE PORCH AND SINGLE STOREY 
EXTENSION TO REAR. DEMOLITION TO EXISTING BRICK 
WALL TO TERRACE AND NEW TIMBER 1000MM GUARDING 
INSTALLED. NEW CHIMNEY EXTRACT VENT FROM KITCHEN. 

At: Fox and Hounds Hotel, Chapel Row,Old St Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS No Comment 

  

02/01189/N Full Planning Permission 

Received: 22/05/2002 

Applicant: Mr. Alan Merton 

Address: Broadmead, 3 Jindabyne Court, Druidstone Road, 

Proposal: SINGLE STOREY LIGHT OAK FINISH CONSERVATORY WITH 
GLASS ROOF AND DWARF WALLS IN FACE BRICK TO MATCH 
EXISTING 

At: 3 Jindabyne Court, Druidstone Road,Old St.Mellons, Cardiff 



Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS No Comment 

  

02/01212/N Full Planning Permission 

Received: 27/05/2002 

Applicant: Miss E. Smith 

Address: C/O Agent, 

Agent: Larcombe & Co 

Address: Paul Larcombe, 68 Bryngwyn Road, Newport 

At: Fernleigh, Church Lane, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS No Comment 
 

(4) Minuteôs contdééé20th June 

  

02/01248/R Full Planning Permission 

Received: 06/06/2002 

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Salmoni 

Address: Glenside Cottage, 11 Old Hill, St Mellons, 

Proposal: PROPOSED EXTENSIONS (REVISION TO THOSE APPROVED 
IN PLANNING PERMISSION 01/1588) 

At: Glenside Cottage, 11 Old Hill, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS No Comment 

  

02/01269/N Full Planning Permission 

Received: 31/05/2002 

Applicant: Mr. & Mrs. Rogers 

Address: Wayside, Newport Road, Cardiff, 

Agent: DTB Design 

Address: 286 North Road, Cardiff, 

Proposal: FIRST FLOOR REAR EXTENSION AND LOFT CONVERSION 

At: Wayside, Newport Road, Old St. Mellons, Cardiff 

Ward: PONTPRENNAU/OLD ST. MELLONS No Comment 



  

7. FINANCE 

  

Payment of Accounts 

  

Payee Service or Goods Amount Chq No 

Mr W James Jubilee Coins 841.60 948 

  

Mr Ken Jenkins Central Heating ï Village Hall 380.00 949 

  

Cardiff C.C. ½ Yearly Rent ï Village Hall 92.50 950 

  

Mr W James Repairs to Pavilion, Notice Board materials 178.61 951 

  

St Mellons Parish Church Photocopying ï Jubilee Flyer etc 35.00 952 

  

Jewson Ltd Materials ï Notice Boards 47.04 953 

  

Mrs A Williams Cleaning Halls 125.00 954 

  

Mr M Wyatt Jubilee food / Website Domain renewal 199.25 955 

  

Semaphore Ltd Jubilee advertising / Electrics ï P/Fields 882.37 956 

  

Mr W James Clerks Salary 195.00 

Postage 3.51 

Photocopying 3.20 



Fax Film 28.99 

230.70 957 

  

Public Works Loan Board Instalment of loan 

Principal 303.64 

Interest 281.87 

585.51 DD 

  

Cardiff C.C. 1 months tax 375.00 DD 

  

  

  

Income since last meeting 

  

Mrs L Brodie Playgroup 3weeks, 4days 247.00 

  

Mrs J Jones Memorial Seat Licence Fee, St Edeyrnôs Church 6.00 

  

Mrs K Delpak Additional Inscription Fee Plot CR4 35.00 

  

WDP óIn Bloomô competition ï donation 50.00 
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Hall Lettings 

Nil 

  



8. CORRESPONDENCES and OTHER BUSINESS 

  

8.1 Cardiff C.C. 

Capital Forum ï next meeting 25th June, City Hall, no Councillors able to attend 

  

8.2 N.A.L.C. 

Draft guidance ï submitted to NALC ï leave to local association 

  

The Clerk had attended the recent meeting regarding the new Audit requirements. 
Community Councilôs are now required to appoint its own internal auditor. Mr Roger 
Cradick had agreed to act in this capacity if required. Councillors confirmed Mr 
Cradicks appointment. Clerk to inform Mr Cradick 

  

8.3 St Edeyrnôs Churchyard 

  

The Chairman and Clerk had met with Revd S Wilson to discuss the ongoing 
situation. It appears that since 1928 the responsibility for the churchyard has been 
with the various local authorities. 

Revd Wilson agreed to arrange a meeting with a representative of the Parsonage 
Board to discuss a strategy to put before Cardiff County Council a proposal for them 
assuming the responsibility for the churchyard. 

It was resolved not to cut the grass 

 


