OLD ST MELLONS COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Mr W A James Erw Lon
Clerk to the Council Bridge Road Tel/Fax: 029 20363456 Old St Mellons, Cardiff
CF36UY.

Dear Councillor,
The next meeting of the Community Council is to be held in the Village Hall,
Newport Road, Old St. Mellons on Thursday 18th May 2001 at 7.30 pm.

Yours faithfully,
Mr W A James

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2. Appointment of Chairman

3. Appointment of Vice-Chairman
4. Appointment of representatives to Outside Bodies
5. Chairman's Allowance

6. Police matters

7. To approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on the 19th April

2001

8. Matters arising from the minutes

9. Planning Matters

10. Finance Matters

II. Correspondence and any other business

OLD ST. MELLONS COMMUNITY COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Village Hall,
Newport Road, Old St. Mellons on Thursday 19th April 2001
Present Councillors

Mr M Boyce -Chairman

Councillors Mrs G Jones
Mrs B Price
Mrs D Rees -
Mrs J Simmons
Mr D Stroud
Mr J Swatridge
Mr M Wyatt



I. APOLOGIES None

The Chairman informed the meeting that six months had lapsed since Councillor P
Bullen had attended his last meeting and under the circumstances his position as
Community Councillor had ceased. Clerk to inform Councillor Bullen.

2. POLICE MATTERS

The Chainnan welcomed Chief Superintendent J Tomms to the meeting and
gave a brief outline of the Community Councils responsibilities .

The Chairman referred to the recently adopted 'Village Plan' which had identified
areas and priorities for 2001 -2002, one of which was Crime prevention.

The Chainnan welcomed the appointment of PC Brian Birkenhead as our
'Community Officer' and the Community Council would give him its full support.

The Chainnan outlined the following as the main areas of concern and then invited
C. S. Tomms to comment on them;

.Traffic and speed limits through the Village

.Licenced Premises -drinking outside premises on a public highway, under age
drinking, enforcement of drink bylaw

.Youth annoyance in various areas of the village and scramblers

C.S. Tomms thanked the Chainnan for the invitation to attend the meeting and
welcomed the opportunity to be able to discuss the points raised.

He then explained some of the background to policing in Cardiff over the past ten
years and the need to have continuity and consistency to be able to implement it
effectively.

In that time there had been three major police reorganizations to create policing at
a local level, in 1991 there were four command units and then that was reduced to
three, now it is one basic command unit with approximately 700 officers making it the
largest in Wales.

The senior command structure was reduced from 10 superintendents to 3 with 11
Police Sectors. One of which is St Mellons, which mirrors the Ward Boundaries and
has 1 Inspector and approximately 50 officers.

The police resources are demand driven and on the 1s1 April 2000 there was an
increase of officers for the first time followed by a year-by-year increase.

At present Inspectors have few restrictions placed on them having control of their
own areas and can deploy officers to duties that they see as priorities.

C.S. Tomms emphasized that there are two battles with crime i.e. the reality and
the perception of it. Crime figures have been reduced by a third from 50,000 to 34,000
and emphasized that this is related to working with and having a partnership with
local communities. He also pointed out that as crime diminishes other issues come to
the fore.

Councillor J Swatridge raised the issue of the speed of traffic through the Village
and gave a brief history of the problems over the past years and also the current
problems of vandalism.

Councillor D Rees pointed out it was the quality of life that residents experience
that is important.

C. S .T Tomms then responded to the initial issues raised by the Chairman :
Traffic and speed limits through the Village



C.S. Tomms informed the meeting that the limits are not set by the police but by
the County Council Highways Department as the statutory body. Before the police
could take any action they would need to have evidence of any traffic surveys. It was
pointed out that the Community Council has made numerous approaches to the
County Council over the years regarding this problem and has made requests for
speed detection cameras. The introduction of the traffic calming measures m the
Village has gone some way in reducing traffic speed.

C.S. Tomms was asked whether the police stance, was proactive or reactive m
these situations He said he would investigate what action had been previously taken
and would explore what further action could be taken.

.Licenced Premises -drinking outside premises on a public highway, under age
drinking, enforcement of drink bylaw C.S. Tomms expressed reservations regarding
the implementation of the Drink bylaw; he felt it would be dealing with the effects of
the problem and not the cause of it. There were measures m place that the police
could take i.e. confiscation of alcohol from persons under 18, anti-social behavior
orders etc.

The Chairnlan pointed out that the Community Council was prepared to bear the
cost of purchasing the signs and having them displayed. C.S. Tomms was concerned
that once the signs have been displayed in that area any breach of them would require
an immediate response from the police, which in some circumstances would not be
possible and would quite rightly so, lead to criticism of his officers.

The ongoing problems of 'pavement drinking' that led to traveling from pub to
pub, obstruction, intimidation and general nuisance were outlined.

C.S. Tomrns explained that there were bylaws, which could be implemented
where appropriate but he would prefer to use other means first. There were measures
that could be taken by the Licencing Officer regarding speaking to the licensees and
even involving the breweries themselves. It was pointed out that these approaches had
been taken over a period of time, the fact that there had been several changes of
licensees had added to the difficulty in over coming the problems.

C.S. Tomms said he would check the previous history of the situation and look at
what further action could be taken.

Youth annoyance in various areas of the village and scramblers

P.C. Birkenhead informed the meeting that there was a meeting arranged with the
Park Rangers, Conservation Officer etc. to look at the problem of the scramblers. The
part funding for provision of a "Youth Shelter' was also being explored with the
Llanrumney Regeneration Forum next month.

The Chairman referred to another Thames Valley Police report, which cast some
doubt over the advantages of such shelter schemes. C.S. Tomms said he would be
interested to read the report.

C.S. Tomms confirmed that the scramblers were a problem throughout S. Wales.
There had been a special scrambler unit set up to combat the problem but had to be
abandoned because of accidents and injuries suffered by officers m pursuit of the
offenders. It is a very difficult situation; the offenders are committing a host of road
traffic offences but they are pursuing the situation

The youth annoyance problems were outlined and in particular, the current one of
youths on the roof of the Village Hall.

C.S. Tomms emphasized there was a set procedure when they are apprehended -
referred back to parents, formal reprimand, caution, court, also anti truancy orders -
parents are now more legally responsible.

The ongoing disturbances in the Ty To Maen flats were raised. Local authorities



have the power m problem areas to issue orders of eviction / public order offences.

P .C. Birkenhead had been in contact with the housing department regarding
possible action.

C.S. Tomrns undertook to examine all the issues raised and to respond to them.
He would informed the Community Council of any appropriate action that was to take
place.

The Chairnlan thanked him for his time and his response to the issues raised.

3. KIMBERLEY PARK ACCESS

The Chainnan welcomed a group of residents from Eurwg Crescent who had come to
express concern regarding the reference in the Village Plan regarding a possible
access to Kimberly Park from Old St Mellons.

The Revd Russell Williams spoke on behalf of the residents and expressed grave
concern regarding the implications of such an access.

The Chainnan responded that the reference made in the Village plan was a wish of
the residents to become more physically integrated into the village.

There had been no decision made, Councillor G Jones was in the process of
canvassing the wishes of residents in Kimberly Park and the Chairnlan assured Revd
Russell Williams that no decision would be made until full consultation had taken
place with all affected residents.

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETING

The minutes of the Council Meeting held in the Village Hall, Newport Road, Old
St. Mellons on Thursday 15th March 2001 were approved and signed by the
Chairman as a true record.

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

5.1 Playing Fields

Play equipment

The fencing contractor had undertaken to change the swing seat to the bucket
type.

Councillor Stroud informed the meeting that there was a concern from the Village
Association that the site of the Boules Pitch had been lost because of the new Play
Area. It was agreed that a temporary site would be used for this year and that a more
Permanent area would be designated for the future. The Village Association would
fund the new site if necessary.

Tennis Courts

It was pointed out that the Tennis Courts are leased from the Community Council
and any changes proposed would have to be carried out with their consent. It was
generally felt that the Tennis Courts and the Pavilion need upgrading.

There had been no response from the St John's College.




Gate Sign
Councillor Swatridge was concerned about a remark made regarding the quality of

the sign recently placed on the gate and pointed out that it was the accepted method of
producing such signs.

Councillor Wyatt informed the meeting that an assistant 'Gate Keeper' had been
Foumnd- M 3% sk sk stk s s s sk ok

Councillor Swatridge had been asked by P Atkins for permission to fit a hosepipe
connection in the pavilion Agreed, budget of £20, clerk to inform him to proceed.

5.2 Village Hall

Councillor Stroud reported that there was still problems with youth climbing onto the
Village Hall roof, which was being damaged. He suggested the placing of revolving
anti vandal barriers on the more exposed areas of the roof. It was agreed that
Councillor Stroud should make further inquiries and given an initial budget of £300.

5.3 Litter Wardens
Councillor Swatridge informed the meeting that Mrs Hughes I, Courtney Close
had volunteered to become a litter warden for her area.

5.4 Dog Fouling
The proposed site in Ty To Maen Close was not felt to be suitable.

5.5 Digital Camera
Councillor Wyatt suggested it would be a good opportunity for Councillors to have
the photographs taken at the litter pick for placing on the website.

5.6 Newsletter -Tree Planting -

Councillor Swatridge raised his concern regarding the following

.described the Newsletter as repetitive and boring;

-raised issue upon the article concerning the tree planting ceremony,

.drew attention to the reference to 5, rather than 6 trees

.complained that the accompanying photograph failed fully to depict his attendance
at the ceremony;

.complained that the account failed to record in the text his attendance by name;

failed to acknowledge that the trees were the initiative of, and were paid for in the
sum of £600 by Councillor Mrs Rees forgoing her allowance for three years ;

.implied, by the naming of the Chairman in the article that the initiative was his,
and/or that of the Community Council;

.objected on political grounds to the attendance of, and role performed, by the
Minister for the Environment and Assembly Member for the area, Mrs Sue Essex;




.objected on political grounds to the attendance of the County Councillor for the
Village, County Councillor Mrs Phillips;

.complained that the involvement of Mrs Essex and Mrs Phillips was an example
of the Chainnan 'cosying up' to Labour politicians, so politicising the Community
Council;

forecast that County Councillor Mrs Phillips would seek to politicise the
Community Council at the next elections by encouraging those with party political
priorities to stand as candidates for election;

.requested that no politicians be involved in any opening of the children's
playground;

.expressed the view that future issues of the newsletter made more express
reference to current Councillors so that in anticipation of elections, voters knew who
currently did what;

The observations were broadly supported by Councillor Mrs Rees, who expressed
the additional view that Assembly and County Council members should only attend
ceremonies etc, when those bodies had made contribution to the subject of the event,

Councillor Swatridge asked for a written apology from the Chairman,

The Chairman noted the comments, denying any political partiality.

At the end of the meeting, County Councillor Mrs Phillips spoke with the
Chairman's permission, She denied any intention to politicise the Council, and
asserted that she always sought to represent the community as a whole irrespective of
any party allegiances.

5. 7 Cardiff County Council

Capital Congress

Councillor J Swatridge reported that the meeting was excellent and very
informative. It was not just a 'talking shop' and those attending were given the
opportunity and add an input. The next meeting is October 26th

Unitary Plan

Councillor B Price attended the meeting at Corpus Christi School on 24th March
regarding the proposed additional 4,000 properties in the Pontprennau/Lisvane
area.

The meeting was well attended and discussed the implications of such a large
development in the area. Councillor Price registered the interest of Community
Council.

6. PLANNING MATTERS

It was noted that the planning application for dwelling in the grounds of 'Began
House' began Road had been refused

(5) FINANCE

Payment of Accounts

Payee Service or Goods Amount Chqg No.



Annual Electrical
A Pearson ) 545.19
Inspection

Water ratesVillage

Dwr Cymru Cyf 377.71
WERYMIUEYE han
Digital C f
Mr M Wyatt gralamerator 51909
C.C.
. Litter picker (10)
Helping Hand Co. 143.23
Ping and Gloves ( 60)
Repair to Playin
Burglar Bars UK . bal ying 52.87
Field gate
) Fence-Playin
Richard Thomas YINg 15 076.00

Fields

Highway & Ind Eqp |SignsPF / Kimberly

296.1
Ltd Park 96.10

Mrs A Williams Cleaning Halls 125.00

Mr W James RepairsVillage Hall|132.61
166.00
Clerks Salary
4.86
Postage
Mr W James 334
Photocopying
51.93
copying paper
226.13

Income since last meeting

Mrs L Brodie Playgroup -March 4 weeks 240.00
Western Power Wayleaves- Playing Fields 28.86
Village Association Tennis Court Lease 25.00

Mossfords Memorial Fee -W10 95.00

846

847

848

849

850

851

852

853

854

855



Cardiff C C Precept £18,000.00

Hall Lettings
24/03/01 Mrs C Harries -Wedding Reception
07/04/01 St. Mellons W.I. - Coffee Morning

8. CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER BUSINESS

8.1 Kimberly Park

Letters had been received from Mr M Booth 'Silverwood' Mr J Hayes 'Kildare' and
Mr V Parr 'Tanglemead' Bridge Road expressing their concern regarding the proposed
access to Kimberley Park. Councillor G Jones raised that the road markings at the
junction of Silverstone Close and Blackbirds Way have worn away -Clerk to inform
Highways Department also to ask them to erect a boundary fence on the Eastern
Avenue Bypass at the end of Silverstone Close.

8.2 St Edeyrns Churchyard

Councillor Swatridge suggested that the Community Council write directly to the
Archbishop regarding the relinquishing of the responsibility of the churchyard.
Chairman to write.

8.3 Roundabout -Hastings Crescent

Councillor J Simmons queried the fact that the bulbs had not been reinstated on the
roundabout. It was suggested that the Community Council might plant some but
because of health and safety issues it would not be possible.

8.4 Traffic Sign -War Memorial

Councillor D Rees asked if the County Council had been contacted regarding the
damaged traffic sign. The Clerk had contacted the Highways Department who were
going to replace it.

8.5 Eurwg Crescent

Councillor D Rees referred to a previous issue regarding the placing of bollards
around the grassed area in Eurwg Crescent to stop vehicles damaging the area. Clerk
to contact Highways Department.

8.6 Hastings Crescent
The Clerk had received complaints from residents in Ty'r Winch Road that a




resident in Hastings Crescent was depositing grass cutting and rubbish over the fence
into the hedge on Ty'r Winch Road. Clerk to write to occupier.



